Unanswered questions: the legacy of atomic veterans.
The Department of Veterans Affairs identifies 195,000 servicemen as being involved in the occupation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with an additional 210,000 personnel participating in 200 post-war nuclear tests. In 1995, the Institute of Medicine declined to recommend a study of the reproductive outcomes of Atomic Veterans. This article revisits the Institute of Medicine decision. Health effects and legislation provide the framework for a critical analysis of the Japanese data as it applies to Atomic Veterans. It explores the role of traditional hypothesis testing in legislative decisions and offers an in-depth exploration of paternal contributions to adverse reproductive events. It emphasizes the risks faced by reproductive age males when exposed to environmental hazards such as ionizing radiation.